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Missouri has a current population of approximately 5.6 million peaple,
710,000 of which are over 65 and receive Medicare.® Standard figures show
that approximately 574,328 (or 11.78%) of Missouri’s non-elderly population
did not have health insurance in 2001. However, calculating the numbers

of uninsured poses a complex problem because in addition to this group

of individuals without coverage for the full year, is a large number that is
uninsured for part of a year. In 2001-2002 it is estimated that 1.18 million
Missourians under 65 (or 24.3%) had no health insurance for some period

of time. The table below summarizes health insurance coverage in Missouri
for non-elderly residents and includes comparisons to national numbers

and percentages.

Compared to U.S. figures, Missouri has a lower percentage of uninsured
individuals and a higher percentage of employer-sponsored insurance
coverage. In discussions about further reducing the number of uninsured in
Missouri, it would be vital to maintain the current high level of private
coverage for Missouri residents.

Missouri Medicaid Eligibility

As with many other states, complexity exists in the eligibility guidelines
forMissouri’s Medicaid program. Under certain conditions both individuals and
families may qualify for Medicaid. However, state Medicaid program eligibility
guidelines can be expanded or contracted by the state government. In times of
budget crisis, states often limit eligibility in order to lower Medicaid costs.
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576,328 40,934,470 16.49%
429 825 22,030,940 8.87%
3,484,029 164,906,330 66.41%

404,057 20,439,954 8.23%

(for all or part of the year)

1,180,000 24.3% 74,706,000




In general, as of July 2003, qualifying groups in Missouri include: '_[':'[_IE PROB LEM OF
¥ Any person who receives services through the following Missouri THE UNINSURED

IN MISSOURT

programs: Medical Assistance, Nursing Care, Home and Community-
based Services, General Relief, Supplemental Aid to the Blind, Blind
Pension and Adult Supplemental Payments.

Children and young adults under the age of 19 in families with
incomes at or below 300% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL).

w

Pregnant women with household incomes at or below 185% of

the FPL.

Working parents transitioning off of welfare (Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families (TANF)) with a Medicaid eligible child fup to
100% FPL) at home (limited to one year).

w

Custodial parents with incomes at or below 77% of the FPL.

Missouri Medicaid Inclusiveness

During the 1990 Missouri expanded its Medicaid and State Children's Health
Insurance Program (SCHIP) eligibility to include all of the above adults and
children through a Section 1115 waiver of the Social Security Act. Missouri's
waiver, approved in 1998, allowed for Hexibility and expansion of Medicaid
eligible populations.* Missouri’s Medicaid program also includes a Health
Insurance Premium Payment (HIPPF) program. Under HIPP, Medicaid will pay
the premiums, coinsurances and deduectibles for a Medicaid eligible individual
or family who has access to employer-sponsored insurance when it is cost-
effective for the state to do so#” The Medicaid and SCHIP programs receive
matching funds from the federal government. This also contributed to
Missouri’s ability to expand health insurance coverage to new populations.

Missouri Programs for the Uninsured

Additionally, Missouri has two programs funded exclusively by the state that
assist the uninsured. The first, a tax-incentive program, allows eligible
employees, spouses and dependents to claim a tax deduction for 100% of their
premium expenditures® The second program, Missouri’s Health Insurance
Pool, offers “health insurance benefits to individuals that have pre-existing
health problems; people who have been denied coverage in the private market
due to a chronie illness or condition; who have found they can only access
restricted coverage; or have found coverage that costs more than what is
available from the pool.”*® To fund this program, the state pools fees that it
charges to insurers conducting business in the state. These programs help
provide coverage or offset costs for low-income individuals who struggle to

find and afford health insurance.
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